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KEVIN: 
How close are we getting? To the church that bears My name of Savior. 
 
This is the message from the one “who loves you and has freed you from your sins 
by My blood” (Rev. 1:5). 
 
I know your heart, and you welcome those near to My heart— 
the children, the sick, the disabled, the quiet, the overlooked. You give generously 
to my poor. 
 
You have also patiently endured physical suffering; you bear up faithfully and help 
each other to do so. 
 
I know where you live—in that land of constant shopping and busyness, yet you 
have kept My Sabbath. You look less for activity and more for authenticity, as I 
do. 
 
You have also cared for the many wounded by churches, for those hurt by leaders 
who say they are acting in my name but are not. 
 
Nevertheless, I have a few things to call you to. 
In your maturity, never lose your freshness; in your woundedness by a church, 
never lose your passion for the Lord of the Church. 
Listen for my voice and let it: 
challenge you, command you, interrupt you. 
 
You can feel good about not being like “those other churches.” But I love and have 
placed My light upon each of those lampstands.  
Shine your own light, without comparison or judgment. 
 
“To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life. All 
who are victorious will inherit my blessings, and I will be their God, and they will 
be my children” (Rev. 21:6-7). 
“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is 
saying to the churches.” (Rev. 2:7).  AMEN  
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Lord, Our Savior,  
We truly desire to be Friends of the Savior.  
 
We are grateful for this community of the faithful. We desire to serve 
You in our church. 
 
We are humbled at Your acknowledgement of our good works: our love 
for children, the sick, the disabled, the quiet, the overlooked and the 
poor. We offer these works to You not as a means to earn salvation, but 
in obedience to Your call, and as a sacrifice of praise. 
 
We accept the suffering that has come to us. By Your patience in 
suffering You hallowed earthly pain and gave us the example of 
submission to Your Father's will. We are sustained by Your grace  
and trust that You will make all things right. 
 
We are eager to seek Your face in the midst of our busy lives and in our 
materialistic culture. We thank You for the refreshment you provide to 
us as we slow for the Sabbath. 
 
We welcome Your pleasure as we provide a haven to those who have 
suffered in other churches. We are thankful to provide a home for the 
church-weary.  
 
However,  
We confess that in our maturity, our hearts can at times grow stale. 
Show us the road to a vivid life where we never lose the intensity and 
freshness of our first love for You. Forgive us, we pray. 
 
Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
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We confess that in our church’s walk with You, we are tempted to 
comparison and judgment. Lord, show us how to serve You in our 
calling without diminishing the ministries of others. Forgive us, we pray. 
 
Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We receive Your challenges, commands, & interruptions.  
Give us ears to hear You and the will to heed You,  
that we may walk victoriously with You as Your children  
and  
truly be called, Friends of the Savior.  
 
Lord, in Your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
Amen. 


